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LKC.TURE 


ON  CO-OPERATIVE  llAIRYINi;  AND  ON  WINTER  DAIRYING. 

By  Mrs.  E.  M.  Jones. 

As  read  bofoic  tlio  first  Congress  of  Farmers,  iu  the  City  of  Quobec. 
^U\.  ChafriMan  and  Gentlemen. 

f  have  been  asked  to  prepare  a  paper  on  r)airy  matters,  to  be  read 
before  this,  the  firfit  Congress  of  Farmer.^,  in  the  Provinee  of  Quebec. 

1  can  hardly  t'^ll  whieh  feeling  predominates  in  njy  mind  :  intense 
pleasure  at  the  honor  done  me,  or  a  deep  sense  of  tlie  importance  of 
this  occasion.  1  need  not  enlarge  upon  my  own  diffidonco— sueli 
remarks  are  an  old  story,  but  1  will  tell  you  why  I  respond  so  cheerfuUv 
to  the  call.  '  '  .  . 

Wlien  I  was  a  child  I  often  went,  with  my  companions,  to  gatlnM- 
wild  strawberries,  but  the  berries  were  scar(je,  and  the  search  was 
tiresome. 

Tf  a  passing  farmer  said,  "  Children,  I  hear  there  are  good  berries  in 
such  a  field  over  yonder,"  we  gave  him  doubtful  belief,  and  did  not 
always  go. 

But  if  one  of  our  number  who  was  actually  picking  berries  cidlod 
out,  "  Clonic  on,  girls,  here  is  a  splendid  spot,"  we  just  tumbled  over  one 
another  iu  our  anxiety  to  got  there,  and  all  shared  in  the  good  luck.      ' 

Now,  I  have  found  "  a  good  spot  "  in  Dairying,  a  gi-cat  spot,  and  1 
want  you  all  to  come  oji,  just  as  fast  as  you  can,  and  share  in  my  luck. 
My  Avhole  life  has  been  spent  in  Dairying,  and  after  strugirl in <>•  throu<>h 
untold  difiicultics,  and  proving  each  step  as  T  went,  by  dearly  boui>-ht 
experience  I  have  at  last  attaineil  a  brilliant  success,  and  I  wa'it 
others  to  sliare  it. 

1  look  at  it  iu  this  way  ; 

The  average  cow  of  the  country  makes  I5t>  lbs.  butter  a  year  which 
sells  at  an  average  jirice  of  20  cts.  Indeed,  1  doubt  if  they  do  as  well 
as  this. 

My  cows  produce  from  250  lbs.  all  the  way  to  500  lbs.  butler  a  year, 
and  sometimes  liir  more.     All  my  butter  sells  at  35  cts.  per  lb.  all  tho 


2 

year  round,  rl.^l.t  at  my  own  place.     T  have  no  express  or  freight 
eharj^c.  to  pay,  an.)  I  do  not  oven  have  to  print  it 

%  l),t.ry  l.a-s  Ix-c-om.  famotin  all  throuj^^h  th.  States  and  Canada, 

^I^lui^VT  1-'"^  "  ::'  '"'  ^'"'^^  ^'■'^"'  ^'-'''^y  Associations  in 
f.'  'I  [f ''!'''>  '^  ^^'"'^^"i^^'ticut,  Vermont,  New  York  State  and 
^  .r.„d  old  Provnce  of  Quebec,  all  ur.in,  n.e  to  come  to  their  Da  ry 
Conventions  and  lecture  on  Dairy  cows  and  butter-makin.^  All 
these  .Societies  offer  to  pay  my  expenses,  and  most  of  (hem  "offer  a 
haudsoiue  sum  iii  addition. 

While  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  these  gentlemen  dome,  and  proud 
0  .ell  you  01  It,  I  y.t  ask  you  to  believe  that  I  mention  it  in  no  spirit 
of  boast,n,-far  from  it,  indeed      1  mention  it  only  to  cheer  ou  others, 
so  thoy  too  may  succeed  and  make  money. 

i)o  yoi:  realfze  what  it  means  ?     Let  us  consider  it 

If  we  eould  actually  double  the  Dairy  pr<,duct  of  our  country,  and 

so  get  a   higher  pncc  then  we  now  do,  and  if,  to  do  this,  we  need 

no    keep  more,  but  fewer,  cattle,  at  less  cost  for  feed,  for  attendance  and 

b..n  room,  would  it  not  alter  the  whole   aspect  of  Dairy  matters  in 

v^anaua  f 

.Just  think  of  it—of  al!  that  it  means  to  us  ! 

VVhy,  England  pays  annually  thousands  ••ind  thousands  of  dollars  to 

i.iKh  and  Danish  farmers,  every  cent  of  which   ought  to  go  into  the 

pockets  of  the  farmers  of  Canada.  go  into  the 

Let  us  change  all  this,  and  bring  this  trade  to  our  own  Dominion 

We  must  increase  our  product  and   inoi-ease  „ur  profits  too      And 

one  groat  way  of  making  more  profit  i«,  to  follow  the  teachings  of  all 

our  great  Dairy  Schools  and  Colleges.     They   continually  Jl  „«  ^ 

Lessen  the  cost  of  production." 

How  is  this  to  be  done  V     By  .starving  our  cows  ?     Far  from  it 
But  by  keeping  a  better  class  of  cows,  feeding  and  carin,  for  them 
better,  and  using  more  skill  and  care  in  making  our  butter.'    We  thus 

2^ '"'  ''''^^'' '"''' ''  '•'' '"""'  '^"''' '''  ^''''''  '^'  ««-^^  «f  P'o- 

Do  not  think  I  advocate  too  high  feeding,  (or  that  is  almost  asgreat 
an  error  as  starving  your  cattle.  Feed  generously,  and  of  suitable 
material,  but  find  out  each  cow's  capacity  and  feed  her  up  to  the 
highest  point  at   which   she    pays   for  the   feed,    and    not  one    bit^ 


Jn  my  own  herd,  the  usual  grain  ration  for  each  animal  in  full  milk 
varies  from  7  to  10  lb«..  per  cow,  each  day.  This  is  composed  of 
ground  oats,  ground  peas,  wheat-bran,  and,  occasionally,  a  very  littlo 
oil  meal.  The  ration  is  divided  into  two  feeds,  and  given  night  and 
morning,  upon  the  onsiiago.  Should  the  silo  be  empty,  the  grain  is 
always  fed  upon  hay  that,  has  bocn  cut  and  moistened. 

The  quantity  of  ensilage  fed  is  30  to  40  lbs.  a  day. 

At  noon,  my  cattle  get  a  very  small  feed  of  cut  carrots  or  mangels, 
and  any  further  supply  of  food  required  consists  of  bright,  early  cured 
long  hay,  put  in  thoir  mangors.  They  get  all  the  salt  they  need,  all 
the  water  thoy  want  twice  a  day,  and  each  cow  is  well  carded  and 
brushed  over  every  day.  Whenever  weather  permits,  they  are  turned 
nut  for  a  short  time,  about  noon,  but  aro  never  left  out  till  cold  and 
tired.     And  the  barns  are  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  twice  a  day. 

With  this  feed  and  care,  T  have  two  year  old  heifers  making  from 
12  to  14  lbs.  butter  a  week,  and  mature  cows  making  from  16  to  19  lbs. 
a  week. 

To  a  very  uncommon  cow  I  feed  a  larger  ration.  My  famous  old 
"  Massena  "  ate  more  than  the  quantity  I  have  just  mentioned,  but  what 
was  her  yield  ? 

Being  in  her  sixteenth  year,  when  I  tested  her,  she  gave  in  11 
months  and  9  days  8,290i4  lbs.  milk,  which  churned  654  lbs.  three- 
fourths  oz.  of  magnificent  butter,  and  then  dropped  a  fine  heifer  calf. 
With  her  previous  owner  when  she  was  younger  she  is  credited  with 
900  lbs.  butter  in  a  year,  and  ner  record  is  accepted  by  everyone. 

Some  people  say  that  this  large  butter  yield  wears  a  cow  out.      Well 
it  has  not  worn  "Massena"  out,  for  .she  is  halo  and  hearty  and  as 
bright  as  a  dollar,  and  due  to  calf  again  ne.Kf  April,  when  17  years 
old.     . 

Some  cows  will  respond  far  more  rendily  than  others.  In  my  little 
book  lately  printed,  "  Dairying  for  Profit,"  I  have  given  a  year's 
feeding  of  a  cow  I  once  owned.  The  ration  was  very  large,  but  then 
she  was  an  exceptional  cow,  and  her  yield  was  very  large,  so  that  she 
gave  me  an  actual  cash  profit  for  butter  alone  of  $49.70  in  the  year, 
over  and  above  her  keep.  As  you  will  see  by  reference  to  -my  book,  I 
made  no  charge  against  her  for  actual  attendance  or  barn  room.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  I  gave  her  no  credit  for  the  quantity  of  skim  milk 
and  butter  milk,  for  the  large  pile  of  manure,  and  for  the  fine  heifer 


ciir  she  save  mv.     So  you  will  m,h)  thufc  the  profit  I  mentio.i  us,  if 
iiiiytliiiii;,  uniler-estinijited. 

It  has  boon  said  to  ,uo  this  was  an  oxcoptional   a.nn.al  .,ul  that  low 
cows  would  respond  to  foodiii-,^  as  slu;  did. 

iV'oisely  ;   that  Just  hits  +he  nail  on  tho  head. 

Now  what  we  want  to  do  is,  to  GF/r  RW  OV  those  poor  cows 
that  will  not  respond  to  feeding. 

Heefthoni,  bm-y  them,  but  do  GET  FIIO  OF  TH|i]M  lor  they -uv 
mortgaging  your  farn,,  and  uiakin-  slaves  of  your  wive.sand  families 
and  snikins-  you  deeper  into  debt  every  your  they  oxi.n.  ' 

And  (ill  fh,.  conntiy  with  cows  that  WILL  KKSPOND  to  -ood 
toed.ng,  that  will  pull  you  out  of  debt,  and  leave  you  a  good  balanee  in 
the  bank. 

J  do  notextt.l  one  breed  above  another,  for  oiroun.stances  alter  eases 
aud  ,t  IS  lolly  to  d.sparatje  one  uoble  breed  of  cattle  just   because  yoJ 
happen  tu  prefer  another.      It  i.s  like  the  man  who  s.id  there  were  only 
two  sorts  of  dogs  in  the  world,    "  the^o^  that  he  kept  himself  and  the 
curs  that  everyone  else  kept." 
This  is  all  wrong. 

We  have  many  grand  Dairy  breeds  to  choose  fron.,  so  1  will  say  to 
you  most  earnestly,  choose  the  breed  that  suits  you  best,  thou  get  the 
very  best  .udiv.duakof  that  breed,  and  give  them  the  best  of  teed  and 
care,  and  you  will  never  regret  it. 

Let  me  here  say  that  anyone  who  tries  eau  do  fiir  better  than  I  have 
done,  because  few  have  such  difficulties  to  contend  against 

The  manof  *reat  wealth  has  the  "  sinews^  of  war"  with  which  to 
earry  on  his  enterprise,  and  we  all  know  what  plenty  of  capital  means 
m  busmess.  If  united  with  brain*  and  perseverance  it  means  assured 
success. 

The  plain  farmer,  on  the  other  hand,  may  not  havethe  capital,  but 

he  generally  has  a  good  larm  out  in  the  country,  where  land  value  is 

4es8  and  taxes  are  less,  and  he  has  comparatively  little  outlay  for  labor 

becau.so  he  himself,  and  all  his  family,  work  a.  few  hirelings  will  do    ' 

But  I  live  just  on  the  edge  of  town,  where  the  rent°  of  land  i, 
.enormous  and  yet  the  kad  itself  i.^  rocky  and  poor,  an-l  I  have  to  hir. 
all  my  labor.  On  the  one  hand,  I  have  not  the  advantage  of  gettin.. 
the  work  done  hko  the  farmer  within  oursaJvw;  and,  on  the  other  hand 


t 
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Htniting  with  very  limited  moans,  T  Imd  not  fcho  ,ulvantai,'o  of  tho 
ctipital  posHiustul  by  my  wonlfcliicr  friends. 

In  fact,  to  us,,  a  liomoly  .saying,  I  hav.,  hom  all  tho  tinu>  "botwmt 
tho  (h'vil  and  tho  doop  so^i." 

Yet  I  have  prov.id  that  a  Canadian  Dairy  may  bo  mado  «  ...eat 
buHUM'ss,  and  a  paying  business,  oven  under  adverse  circumstantJaud 
with  the  very  phvinest  surroundings. 

Vou  can  all  do  lis  well,  and  most  of  you  can  do  better. 

It  n.ak.  nie  heartsick  to  hoar  tho.so  of  my  own  {jex  wishing  they 
could  euro  .some  money,  to  soi;  them  peddling  books  and  c.rsot.s 
working  in  ll.etorie.s,  ur  writing  trashy  uovols,  for  only  onou<di  to  keep' 
soul  and  body  together,  and  all  the  timo  they  have  right  at  band  an 
industry  more  noble,  more  profitable  and  far  more  independent 
.  One  that  will  elevate  themselves  and  the  whole  eommunity  and 
onablc  tl.e.n  (o  confer  a  lasting  benetit  upon  the  country  in  which  they 
live  nnd  die.  *  "^ 

In  answer  to  hundreds  of  requests  1  have  printed  my  book 
"  Dairying  for  Profit,"  which  tells  how  T  keep  my  cattle  and  make  my 
buttor.  And  proud  and  happy  I  am  to  tell  yon  that  Hon.  John 
Dryden  has  ordered  thousands  of  copies  for  free  distribution  amon-  the 
farmers  of  Ontario,  and  E  only  hop.,  he  will  like  it  well  enough  to  order 
100,000  more,  and  also  that  Hon.  Mr.  Angers  will  do  the  same. 

Still  more  gratified  T  am  that  the  (Quebec  Govt,  have  also  ordered  a 
number  of  copies. 

It  might  not  be  .furprising  that  my  work  should  be  recognized  in  my 
own  Province,  where  I  have  lived  and  labored  ;  but  thi.s  liberal-minded 
treatment  on  the  part  of  my  Eastern  frlend.s  is  peculiarly  cmtifvino  to 

me.  ^  »        /    o 

Let  me  thank  you  from  my  heart,  and  let  me,  at  the  same  time 
congratulate  you  on   having  in  the  French  Canadian  cattle    f  your 
country  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  profitable  breeds  on  the  face  of 
the  earth. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Tylee,  ouoe  took  me  to  see  Mr.  Dionne's  herd  and  T 
was  surprised  and  delighted,  while  the  sample  of  butter  -iven  me 
rivalled  that  of  my  beloved  Jerseys.  " 

Tn  these  cattle  you  have  almost  boundless  possibilities  and  T 
predict  a  great  Dairy  future  for  the  Province  of  Quebec.  .       ' 

Yott  have,  three  more  great  causes  of  thankfalnes.s,  though  a  very 


brief  n.cnt,on  must  suffice.  I  alludo  to  the  luri^c  nu.nl.or  of  well 
oqu.ppcd  butter  aud  ebeesc  factories,  to  the  presence  of  the  travellin.^ 
Du.ry  amon;:  you  and  to  the  exeollont  soheu.es  now  on  foot  for 
establishing  winter  Dairying  as  the  rule  aiu?  not  the  exception 

One  can  hardly  ..ver-estimate  the  immense  advantajros  of  the  co- 
operative  system  in  making  both  cheese  and  butter 

Fifty  years  ago  we  all  made  butter  and  o''  ,c  at  home,  for  the  same 
reason  that  we  travelle.l  by  stage  coach,  simply  .ecaase  we  had  to-thcre 
wns  no  other  way. 

lint  the  march  of  Progress  has  brought  us  many  good  things,  many 
labor-saving  things,  and  I  do  assure  you  that  one  of  the  greatest  of 
those  IS  Co-operative  .Dairyin^. 

Why  i.  not  every  man'a  blacksmith  to  shoo  his  own  horses  or  a 
mnnulncturer  to  make  his  own  binding  and  reaping  machines  v     ' 

Just    because   those      things   can    be     done    better,    quicker   .ukI 
consequently  cheaper  by  those  who  make  it  their  life  long   business 
and  ^M,om  constant  practice  m.kes  perfect.     While  the  farmer,  on  the 
other  hand,  can  use  the  lime  to  better  advai.t:.<.e 

The  factories  cm  give  yuu  the  b.noflt  of  such  ^kill,  such  unitbrmity 
and  such  market  facilities  as  can  only  be  found  occasionally  in  pri  Je 
Uairies.  •        ^ 

Also  let  me  mention  another  point,  that  often  escapes  observation. 
Altera  long  hfe  of  study  I  huvo  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
oftener  one  churns  the  better.  Take  a  cow's  cream  for  a  week  before 
churning  it,  and  in  spite  of  all  your  care,  some  will  be  too  ripe  some 
not  ripe  enough,  and  so  on;  till  I  am  convinced  you  get  a  better 
result  if  you  churn  that  cow's  cream  three  times  a  week,  still  better  if 
you  churn  it  every  day,  and.  best  of  all,  if  you  could  churn  every 
milking  by  itself.  ■' 

We  all  know  this  .to  be  practically  impossible  in  private  houses,  but 
feTtion  '''^'  '"'  """^   '^•'"''  °"^  '''*'  ^^^"  '°  P«^- 

There  is  however,  one  lion  in  the  path  of  these  factories,  one  mill- 
stone round  their  necks  which  cripples  their  Usefulness,  and  which 
even,  m  an  indirect  way,  is  ruinous  to  the  best  stock  interest,  of  the 
country.  ■  «•   me 

We  are  now  fighting  this  difficulty,  and'  T^iU  soon' win  the  battle 
I  allude  to  the  WANT  OF  DISCRIMINATION  in  receiving  the 
proaucU  fro«  the  patrons.  ^ 


Hundreds  ortlmosTluivcla.ar(lfarnK'i-.s  .ay:  '«Thc.o  ain't  no  uso 
kec|.,ng  ;rood  huUoxvom,  lor  their  milk  brings  no  more  in  the  factory  '' 
So  far  th.8  Ims  hceii  -cu-rally  tnic,  but  wo  arc  now  awaking  to  th,. 
tact,  Jhaf  It  has  boon  tho  crying  evil  of  the  Hy.tciu,  that  it  liaH  depre- 
ciated the  market  value  of  ri.h  milk-in  fact,  that  it  has  b.-en,  virtually, 
ottering  a  ^.xoauum  for  quantity  at  the  expense  of  quality. 

But  we  are  gradually  working  to  our  point,  and  hooi.    every  n.an 
M'!     be  paid   according  to  the  yield  of  his  milk  in  butter  .luese,  and 
still  better,  all  milk  not  ep  to   a  certain  standard  will  be  rejected 
entirely.  '' 

Of  the  Travelling  Dairy  it  k  impossible  to  .-peak  too  hi-hly 
We  all  k.iow  the  value  of  illustrating  what  we  say.    "it  is  a  great 
point  to  .see  exactly;  l,ow  a  thing  is  really  done ;  it  is  just  the  whole 
diftereiiee  between  only  hearing  about  it  and  actually  seeing  it  with 
your  own  eyes. 

Lastly,  tho  idea  of  winter  Dair>ing  is  one  of  the  greatest  scope  and 

the  highest  importance,  and  is  destined   to  work  a  revolution  in  farm 

life      Make  the  bulk  of  )our  butter  in  winter  if  you  wish  to  average 

a   larger  quantity,  a    better  price,  and  a  higher    profit,  also  better 

cows  and  more  and  better  manure. 

You  will  also  secure  a  more  even  distribution  of  your  labor  so  it 
won't  bo  all  a  feast  or  a  famine.     Sometimes,  for  half  the  winter  the 
toams  are  comparatively  idle,  and  the  men  have  time  to  sit  around  the 
village  store. 

Now,  I  like  their  having  a  little  leisure  and  sitting  around  the  store, 
and  exchanging  ideas,  but  do  not  carry  it  too  far. 

You  can  milk  the  cows  and  take  the  milk  to  the  factory  in  winter  and 
still  have  time  for  reading,  recreation,  and  social  intercourse 

The  cow  that  calves  in  September  will  yield  well  all  winter  ;  then 
when  grass  comes,  it  will  send  her  along  again  for  a  while,  and  when 
she  does  fail,  it  will  be  in  July  and  August,  just  when  you  ure  heated 
and  tired  w.tli  haying  and  harvest,  and  don't  want  to  be  bothered  with 
her-just  when  the  cow  is  tired  and  hot,  and  worrie.1  with  flics  anU 
.'Hly  uants  to  " stand  in  the  .hade  and  .wit^h  her  tail."  and  ju.t  whe;, 
butter  brinji.,  the  lowest  price  in  the  whole  year. 

I  hold  that  the  same  cow  is  worth  ten   dollars  more  a  year  if  she 
calves  in  September  than  if  she  calves  in  April. 

I  earnestly  hope  you  will  still  further  use  my  book,  because  it  is  ^orth 
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while  to  havo  labored  for  nearly  half  a  ceofcury  if,  at  the  last,  my  life- 
long work  be  tl.us  endorsed  by  the  Govornment  of  my  own  country  ; 
and  because,   when  lectures  are  over  and  the  Travelling    Dairy  has 
moved  on,  mybook?'oes  right  into  tha  farmers'  houses  and  stays  the.r^. 
to  be  a  continual  reminder  of  what  they  have  been  taught. 

Taught  through  the  noble  efforts  of  men  whose  one  aim  in  life  has 
been  to  raise  the  sJanding  and  better  the  position  <>i'  the  agricultural 
community. 

Men  who  are  indeed  philanthropists  iu  the  truest  aud  broadest  souse 
of  the  word,  men  whoso  names  should  be  handed  down  to  pnsterit\'  in 
letters  of  gold. 

If  I  can  supplement  their  efforts  by  my  little  book,  1  shall  be  a 
proud  and  happy  woman. 

It  has,  at  least,  one  merit— it  is  my  actual  life  experience,  so  that 
many  a  poor  soul  on  reading  it  takes  heart  of  grace,  and  says  :  "  She 
has  actually  done  all  this  with  her  own  hands;  and  if  she  has  done  it, 
we  can  do  it  too." 


